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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  "1965 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  The  Borough  of  0 tour bridge. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Councillor  Mrs.  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1965* 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  continued 
to  remain  satisfactory,  and  that  there  was  no  outbreak  of  any  illness  involving 
a  substantial  section  of  the  community. 


As  was  expected  there  was  a  greater  number  of  measles  cases 
reported  in  1963  than  in  the  previous  year  e.g. :  482  compared  with  228.  The 
figure  of  482  is  considerably  less  than  that  reported  for  any  measles  year 
over  the  last  decade.  How  the  picture  of  alternate  year  periodicity  will  alter 
with  the  introduction  of  measles  immunisation  will  remain  to  be  seen.  Initially 
immunisation  will  probably  be  indicated  in  selective  cases  only  on  the  advice  of 
the  f'amily  doctor  or  specialist,  so  no  dramatic  change  is  likely  to  occur  in 
this  periodicity  over  the  next  year  or  two. 

The  number  of  newly  reported  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
was  4  which  is  considerably  less  than  any  figure  reported  ever  the  last  10  years. 
Let  us  hope  that  by  continuing  to  immunise  the  younger  susceptable  age  groups 
with  B.C.G. ,  and  by  careful  supervision  of  the  after-care  of  known  tuberculosis 
cases  this  disease  will  become  still  less  frequent  in  our  population,  and  may 
one  day  reach  such  a  low  incidence  that  immunisation  if  not  disbanded  entirely, 
will  be  advocated  only  for  small  selective  groups  at  risk. 

With  regard  to  bronchitis  this  disease  accounted  for  37  deaths 
in  1963  compared  with  38  in  1964.  Due  to  the  insidious  onset  of  this  disease 
in  its  chronic  form  and  its  causal  relationship  with  air  pollution  and  cigarette 
smoking,  it  will  be  some  time  yet  before  the  combined  effects  of  community  and 
individual  smoke  control  becomes  apparent  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  this  the 
"English  disease". 


So  common  and  widespread  is  c’hronic  bronchitis  that  many  people 
believe  that  a  morning  cough  associated  with  the  production  of  sputum  is  a 
harmless  sign  to  be  expected  in  smokers,  and  not  an  abnormal  sign  indicative 
of  early  lung  damage. 

Deaths  from  lung  cancer  accounted  for  22  persons  compared  with 
27  last  year,  nevertheless,  as  4/5 ths.  of  these  cases  are  probably  preventable 
and  are  usually  associated  with  heavy  sneJdijp  we  cannot  remain  complacent  about 
this  waste  of  life. 


Housing  will  always  remain  an  important  aspect  of  environmental 
health,  and  this  Borough  like  others  in  the  West  Midlands  has  now  seen  over 
13  months  occupation  of  multi-storey  type  dwellings  as  an  alternative  to 
rehousing  those  from  poor  substandard  property.  Selection  still  has  to  be 
carefully  applied,  as  certain  catagcries  of  families  with  young  children,  and 
the  elderly,  do  not  always  take  kindly  to  becoming  the  modern  cliff  dwellers 
after  years  in  terraced  houses. 

Sufficient  bungalow  type  accommodation  should  be  made  available 
with  a  warden  and  bell  call  assistance  system  for  the  older  and  handicapped 
person,  in  fact  this  purpose  built  type  of  accommodation  for  these  selective 
groups  may  amount  to  as  much  as  l/3th.  of  the  number  of  houses  required  in  any 
new  housing  programme. 

The  amount  of  domiciliary  work  with  the  elderly  handicapped 
continues  to  increase,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  during  the  year  it  was 
unnecessary  to  use  any  compulsory  powers  available  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act  to  remove  anyone  from  their  homes  unable  to  receive 
from  others  or  obtain  for  themselves  proper  care  and  attention. 
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The  elderly  isolate  living  in  substandard  housing  is  the 
most  difficult  burden  facing  the  County  domiciliary  geriatric  S3rvice,  but  due 
to  the  skill  and  sympathetic  way  this  work  has  been  tackled  by  Miss  Abbott  and 
Miss  Dornan  the  lot  of  many  elderly  has  I  am  sure  been  improved.  The  W.V.S. 
continued  to  administer  on  behalf  of  the  County  the  valuable  supporting  work 
in  the  field  of  domestic  help  and  mobile  meals  service  for  these  and  other 
needy  cases. 

As  regards  staff  changes  in  the  Health  Department  the  end 
of  1965  saw  the  retirement  of  Eric  Kent,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  so 
closely  associated  with  this  Borough  for  very  many  years  and  we  wish  him  and 
his  wife  a  long  and  happy  retirement. 

We  welcome  Tom  Meredith  from  Darlas ton  as  his  successor 
to  this  important  post,  and  no  doubt  the  health  inspectorate  will  continue 
to  promote  the  Environmental  Health  Services  in  such  important  matters  as 
housing,  smoke  control,  food  and  drugs,  and  nuisances  arising  from  noise  etc. 
in  factories,  which  even  if  small,  are  situated  so  often  in  close  proximity 
to  houses.  This  is  a  common  enough  finding  in  most  West  Midland  towns,  and 
an  all  too  frequent  reminder  of  the  pre-planning  period  of  the  past! 

Coronary  disease  continues  to  remain  the  greatest  single 
killer  and  accounts  for  75  deaths  in  males  and  52  in  females  for  1965  compared 
with  58  males  and  55  females  in  1964. 

Thus  heart  disease  and  lung  cancer  can  be  said  to  reflect 
the  inner  sickness  of  our  times.  Because  of  high  wages  and  full  employment 
we  tend  to  eat  more  than  is  necessary  and  so  start  a  losing  !iBattle  of  the 

Bulge". 


We  tend  to  spend  mere  time  behind  the  steering  wheel,  all 
too  often  without  the  assurance  of  a  safety  belt,  instead  of  walking,  and  thus 
increase  the  risk  of  cardio- vascular  disease.  This  we  do  under  the  pretext  of 
saving  time  when  in  reality  we  are  often  hastening  the  end! 

Perhaps  a  day  set  aside  when  the  car  is  kept  in  the  garage 
and  walking  is  the  order  of  the  day,  may  do  more  good  in  promoting  health  and 
overcoming  stress  than  all  the  tonics,  slimming  pills,  and  tranquillisers  put 
together.  This  may  result  in  not  only  a  benefit  to  our  health  but  also  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  road  casualities! 

I  feel  a  little  more  than  health  education  is  needed  to 
alter  the  present  design  for  living,  -  or  should  it  be  dying? 

The  total  Live  Births  amount  to  810  compared  with  784  in 
1964,  and  deaths  from  all  causes  number  503  compared  with  486,  thus  births 
exceed  deaths  by  307* 

The  mid-year  population  has  risen  by  an  estimated  650  over 
1964  i.e.  46,560  over  45,910* 

The  infant  mortality  has  dropped  from  20  deaths  in  1964  to 
8  in  1965  representing  a  drop  in  rate  from  25*5  to  9*8  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  has  dropped  from  41.1  to 
20.6,  the  figures  for  actual  deaths  under  one  week  being  2  compared  with  16 
in  1964.  The  still-births  have  not  diminished  so  much  being  15  compared  with 
17  in  1964. 
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Nevertheless  although  the  sample  figures  are  small  this 
does  represent  a  ten-fold  decrease  in  the  death  rate  occurring  within  the 
first  week  of  life,  and  is  a  welcome  trend.  The  increasing  availability 
and  use  of  skilled  paediatric  units  designed  to  deal  with  the  problems  of 
the  premature  child,  can  help  maintain  this  reduction  in  the  number  of 
early  neonatal  deaths. 

Congenital  abnormalities  show  little  change  over  last  year 
as  a  causal  factor  in  still-births. 

Before  I  conclude  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee , 
Alderman  Aston,  and  to  all  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
help  and  consideration,  and  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  Drury  and  his  staff  for 
their  help  and  advice  and  to  all  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staff. 

Lastly,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Dr.  Twomey  for  his  help,  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate,  Mr.  Bainbridge,  and  the  clerical  staff  who  have  at  all 
times  been  most  co-operative  and  willing  in  their  work. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Councillor  Mrs.  Davies  and 

Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

CLAYTON  V.J.  HINGSTON 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department , 
Council  House, 
Stourbridge. 

April,  1966. 
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SECTION  A 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


The  town  is  partly  residential  and  partly  industrial,  and  the  chief 
industries  are  galvanised  hollow- ware  and  iron- founding,  engineering,  manufacture 
of  forgings,  spades  and  shovels,  chains,  fireclay  and  electrical  products,  wire 
goods,  kitchen-ware,  skin  rugs  and  gloves,  scholastic  equipment. 


* 


The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  .  „ .  . . .  ... 

viz :  Stourbridge  ...  ... 

Lye  and  Wollescote  • . . 

Pedmore  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  1 965/6  . . .  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1965  . . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (revised  estimate) 


4,214  Acres 
1,920  " 
1,025  " 

1,269  " 

15,490 
£1,772,475 
£7,025 


Statistical  Memorandum 


Population,  estimated  mid-year  1965  46,560 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  resident  population  17»3 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  "  "  i!  1 6 . 4 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ”  n  10,8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ”  11  11.6 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  9*8 


Vital  Statistics 
Mothers  and  Infants 


Live  Births  ...  . ..  810 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  17»3 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births)  3*2 
Stillbirths  ...  ...  15 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  18.1 

Total  live  .and  still  births  ...  ...  825 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ...  8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo  -  natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ... 

Early  Neo  -  natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ...  2.4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 

one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  20.6 
Figures  for  England  and  Wales : 

Infant  Mortality  ...  (provisional) 

Neo-natal  Mortality 
Perinatal  Mortality 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion) 


9.8 

10.2 

NIL 

3.7 


i? 


U 


19.0 

13.0 

26.9 

NIL 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  Age 

M.  F. 

...  ...6  2 


2  jL 

Deaths  of  Inf, ants  under  4  Weeks  of  Age 

M.  F. 

...  2  1 


•  •  • 

9  0  0 


_2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Week  of  Age 

M.  F 

...  ...2 


Tot  cl 

8 

1 

Total 

3 

~3 

Total 

2 

*2 
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POPULATION  -  STOURBRIDGE 
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Table  I 


Birth  Rate 

1965 

17.3 

1964 

17.0 

1963 

16.8 

1962 

17.8 

1961 

17.2 

i960 

16.3 

1959 

15.2 

1958 

14.2 

1957 

13.3 

1956 

14.8 

1955 

14.5 

INFANT  DEAT 


Table  II 

Primary  Cause 

No.  of  Cases 

Population 

Population  increase 

46 ,560 

over  previous  year 

650' 

45,910 

1,050 

44 , 860 

850 

44,010 

1,150 

42,860 

1,850 

41 ,010 

750 

40 , 260 

600 

39,660 

530 

39,130 

580 

38,550 

230 

38,320 

-  1965 

Sec ondary  Factors 


I. 

Prematurity 

II. 

Congenital  Heart 

Diseases 

III. 

Intestinal 

Obstruction 

Pneumonia  2 

Intra  Ventricula  haemorrhage  1 

1 


General  Peritonitis 

and  spontaneous  rupture  of  the  colon 


STILL-BIRTHS 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Table  III 

Causes 


No.  of  Cases 


I.  Primary  genetic  incompatible 

II.  Placental  defects 

III.  Maternal  illness 

IV.  Ante  Par turn  Haemorrhage 

V.  Prematurity 

VI.  Ill  defined,  causes 


with  life  5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Males 

• 

Females 

Total 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Total 

Legit . 

Illegit. 

Live  Births 

407 

393 

14 

403 

391 

12 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of  Infants 

6 

6 

9 

8 

1 

Under  1  year  of  age 

6 

6 

- 

2 

2 

— 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Under  1  week  of  age 

2 

2 

J - 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Continued) 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Of fie ers 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  together  with  information 
as  to  their  qualifications,  are  set  out  on  page  2, 

Laboratory  Faciliti  e_s 

Examination  of  clinical  material  (sputum,  swabs  &c.)  is  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester.  This  applies 
also  to  consumer  samples  of  milk,  water  and  ice-cream.  Producer  samples  of  milk 
and  water  are  examined  bacteriologically  by  the  County  Laboratory,  Worcester,  in 
addition  to  all  chemical  samples  of  food,  drugs  and  water. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  six  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough  as  follows 
40  New  Road,  Stourbridge.;  St.  Michael’s  Church  Hall,  Westwood  Avenue,  Norton; 
Assembly  Rooms,  Meriden  Avenue,  Wollaston;  Parish  Rooms,  Hagley  Road,  Pedmore; 
Community  Centre,  Wassell  Road,  Wollescote;  and  Orchard  Lane,  Lye. 

SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TIE  AREA 
Water  Supplies 

The  water  supply  to  the  Stourbridge  area  is  controlled  by  the  North  West 
Worcestershire  Water  Board  by  an  Order  which  came  into  being  on  the  1st  October, 
1962,  under  the  North  V/est  Worcestershire  Water  Boards'  Order,  1962,  No.  I36I. 

The  Board  is  composed  of  13  members  nominated  by  the  County  Borough  of  Dudley, 
Boroughs  ofBcwdley,  Kidderminster  and  Stourbridge,  Urban  District  of  Stourport 
and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Kidderminster ,  Droitwich,  Martley  and  Tenbury. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  supply  arrangements  in  the  Borough 
of  Stourbridge  were  first  provided  by  the  Stourbridge  Water  Works  Company  which 
functioned  from  1837  to  I9O9.  The  functions  of  the  Company  were  taken  over  by 
Act  of  Parliament  in  I909  by  the  Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board  which 
continued  to  operate  from  that  date  until  its  dissolution  in  1962. 

There  are  three  Pumping  Stations  serving  the  Stourbridge  area,  two  of 
which  are  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge  and  the  third  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Dudley.  At  each  of  the  Pumping  Stations  there  are  two  boreholes  and 
these  are  tube-protected  for  part  of  their  full  depth  and  generally  penetrate  into 
the  upper  Bunter  Sandstone.  The  supply  from  these  Pumping  Stations  is  pumped  into 
the  two  well  defined  areas  of  supply,  the  high  level  and  the  low  level.  The  high 
level  area  which  includes  the  recent  housing  developments  in  the  Pedmore  and 
Wollescote  District  of  the  Borough,  has  a  consumption  of  about  .6  million  gallons 
per  day,  and  the  supply  to  the  area  is  derived  normally  from  the  Coalbournbrook 
Pumping  Station.  There  is  standby  plant  available  at  Mill  Meadow  Station.  Both 
of  these  Stations  are  situated  in  Amble cote  and  pump  water  to  a  .balancing  tank 
covering  the  area  and  sited  at  Wychbury  Hill  in  the  Rural  District  of  Bromsgrove. 

It  is  the  low  level  area  of  supply  that  the  major  part  of  the  Borough  of 
Stourbridge  is  situated,  and  the  consumption  of  this  area  is  more  than  two  million 
gallons  per  day.  The  major  part  of  this  supply  is  provided  from  the  Tack  Lane 
Pumping  Station  and  augmentation  is  obtained  from  the  Coalbournbrook  Station  with 
appropriate  duplicate  standby  plants  available  at  all  the  three  Stations  operated 
by  the  Board  for  this  part  of  their  limits  of  supply. 

The  Boards  area  of  supply  covers  more  than  230  square  miles  and  serves 
a  population  of  about  166,000. 

The  Board  has  now  completed  investigation  of  an  additional  source  in  the 
Norton  area.  Planning  permission  for  this  project  has  been  obtained  and 
exploratory  work  has  been  completed.  Pumping  tests  and  analysis  of  the  new  supply 
have  proved  highly  satisfactory.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Severn  River 
Authority  for  a  license  to  extract  water  from  this  new  source  and  it  will  form  an 
important  addition  to  the  Boards’  available  sources  of  water  supply  to  the 
Stourbridge  Area. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Principal  Officer  of  the 
Board  Mr.  J.  Septimus  Brown  C.Eng. ,M. Inst. Mun.E. ,M. Inst. U.E. ,  which  will  include 
two  boreholes  of  24”  dia.  sunk  to  a  depth  of  800* below  ground  level,  a  new  pumping 
station,  a  service  reservoir  of  3,000,000  gallons  capacity  and  appropriate  trunk 
mains  which  is  estimated  to  cost  about  £230,000  and  it  is  at  present  being 
considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 


The  main  sewers  in  the  Stourbridge  area  are  under  the  control  of 
Stourbridge  Main  Drainage  Beard.  The  sewers  in  Lye  and  Wollescote  area  are  under 
the  control  of  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board. 

The  sewage  is  conveyed  to  the  Whittington  sewage  farms  belonging  to 
these  Boards  and  is  treated  on  the  Broad  Irrigation  principle. 

SECTION  D 

Housing  work  is  referred  to  in  the  Report  of  the  Public  Health 

Inspector. 


SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  will  be 
found  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 
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1  CORRECTED 1  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS )  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1965 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1965 
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Summary  of  Ceases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the 


Register  at  the  end  of  1965 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

j 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

No.  of  cases  on  Register,  1st 

January,  1955 

81 

54 

4 

8 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  under  the 
Regulations 

3 

1 

1 

No.  of  cases  first  heard  of  otherwise 
than  by  primary  notification 

4 

3 

• 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
in  a  previous  Quarter  which  have 
been  restored  to  Register  during 
the  Quarter 

. 

TOTALS 

88 

58 

•* 

9 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
during  the  year 

28 

22 

2 

2 

No.  of  cases  remaining  on  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year 

60 

36 

2 

7 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC _ HEALTH _ INSPECTOR 

for 

1965 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in 
connection  with  environmental  hygiene  is  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1965?  and  covers  the  last  full  year's  work  of  your  former  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Mr.  A.E.K,  Kent.  The  work  set  out  in  the  report  was 
carried  out  under  his  direction,  I  am  merely  arranging  the  details. 

Some  mention  should  be  made  in  this  introduction  of  the 
service  which  Mr.  A.E.K.  Kent  and  his  father,  Mr.  Arthur  Kent,  (1901  -  1938) 
rendered  to  Stourbridge  in  their  total  of  64  years  as  Public  Health  Inspectors 
to  the  Borough.  Few  families  can  have  covered  such  a  period  and  seen  such 
changes  -  in  fact  been  responsible  for  such  changes  -  in  the  day  to  day 
process  of  living,  breathing ,  drinking  and  eating  of  the  town,  and  if  there 
are  few  tangible  monuments  to  their  efforts,  the  respect  which  they  gained 
is  still  a  factor  in  the  public  health  v/ork  of  the  town. 

Possibly  the  most  significant  piece  of  legislation  to  be  put 
into  effect  was  the  improvement  area  provision  of  the  Housing  Act.  This 
enables  the  Council  to  compuLscrdly  improve  areas  of  obsolescent  housing, 
which  both  prolongs  the  life  of  the  houses  and  provides  modern  amenities 
for  the  occupiers.  The  latter  is  most  important,  as  until  recently  it  was 
only  possible  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  property  without  improving  the 
comfort  standards  of  the  tenants. 

The  large  Smoke  Control  Order  covering  Norton  was  confirmed, 
and  adaptations  commenced,  whilst  at  the  same  time  smoke  nuisances  from 

factories  were  dealt  with. 

Meat  inspection  continued  to  consume  a  large  proportion  of  the 
inspectors'  time  and  100 %  inspection  was  maintained. 

The  first  full  year  of  the  operation  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  is  shown  in  the  report,  and  reflects  progress 
which  compares  favourably  with  any  local  authority  in  the  country. 

I  feel  sure  that  Mr.  Kent  would  wish  to  express  his  appreciation 
of  the  support  and  co-operation  he  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  Mr.  Drury  and  the  other  Chief  Officers,  and  the 
staff  of  the  department,  and  I  should  like  to  endorse  this  appreciation. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant , 

T.H.  MEREDITH 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS 


539  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE_AREA 


The  following  data  is  given  in  accordance  with  Article  25(20) 
of  the  Public  Health  Officers'  Regulations,  1959 •- 


Inspections  of  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  . 
Re-inspections  "  "  "  "  " 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations 
Re-inspections  "  "  „ 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (visits  and  revisits 
Housing  -  improvements  (visits  and  revisits) 
Drainage  (visits) 

Drainage  (revisits) 

Bakehouse  (visits  and  revisits)  . 

Food  premises  (retail)  (visits  and  revisits) 

Food  preparation  premises  (visits  and  revisits) 
Factories  -  cleanliness 

-  noise 

-  Clean  Air  Act 

Clean  Air  Act  -  domestic  . 

Licensed  premises  and  clubs 

Mortuary 


) 


Miscellaneous  (visits  and  revisits) 
Meat  Inspection  -  cattle 


-  pigs 

-  sheep 

Offensive  trades 

Public  conveniences  , 

Petroleum  . 

Piggeries 

Rats  and  Mice  (visits  and  revisits) 

Refuse  tips 

Sampling  (food,  drugs  and  water)  (visits) 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  (visits  and 

revisits) 


Shops  re  unfit  food 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Tents ,  Vans  and  Sheds 
T.B.  After-Care 

Vermin  Infestation  (excluding  Rats  and  Mice) 
Visits  re  notifiable  diseases 
Water  supplies 


209 

320 

165 

29 

100 

386 

143 

16? 

3 

124 

25 

5 

20 

158 

327 

68 

12 

379 

2,044 

7,493 

16,689 

Nil 

13 

48 

Nil 

880 

29 

243 

11 


779 

62 

6 

5 

1 

1 

9 

2 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICES 


A  total  of  395  Preliminary  Intimation  Notices  were  served  during 
the  year  affecting  395  premises.  These,  in  general,  took  the  form  of  letters 
giving  particulars  of  defects  and  suggestions  as  to  repairs  etc.  necessary  to 


remedy  the  defects. 

No,  of 

No.  of  Houses 

Notices 

or  Premises  affected 

Housing  Act,  1957  and  1961 
( overcrowding ) 

2 

2 

General  defects  of  houses 

•  • 

53 

53 

Defective  water  closets 

•  • 

9 

9 

Defective  drainage  &  obstruction 

4 

4 

Factories  Act  -  sanitary  accommodation 


Sc  ventilation  contraventions  1  1 


Food  Hygiene  Regs,  contraventions 

28 

28 

Miscellaneous  .. 

15 

15 

Clean  Air  Act  -  contraventions 
Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises 

5 

5 

Act,  1963 

278 

278 

■ 

STATUTORY  NOTICES,  1965 


The  following  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year:- 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 


No,  of  No,  of  Premises 
Notices  Affected 


Abatement  of  Nuisances  (S.93) 

Repair  of  water  closets  at  reasonable 

12 

11 

cost  (S.43) 

4 

1 

Drainage  (S.39) 

2 

1 

Sewers  (S.24) 

8 

14 

Public  Health  Act,  1961 

Persons  undertaking  Demolition  (S.29) 

16 

35 

Housing  Act,  1937 

Notices  to  Quit  (S.22) 

37 

37 

Closing  Orders  (S.17  &  18) 

12 

9 

Request  for  Information  (S.170) 

69 

88 

Time  and  Place  (S.l6) 

35 

42 

Demolition  Order  (S.17) 

Housing  Act,  1961 

37 

37 

Notice  of  Council's  intention  to 

make  a  Management  Order 

Notice  of  Intention  to  give 

1 

1 

Direction 

4 

4 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

3 

3 

Clean  Air  Act,  1936  (S.3) 

5 

5 

RENT  ACT,  1937 

The  following  particulars  are  given  for  the  year  relating  to  the 
operation  of  the  Rent  Act,  1 957 • — 

part  1  -  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

NIL 


•  • 

•  • 


(1)  No.  of  applications  for  certificates 

(2)  No.  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

(3)  No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  - 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  •  •  - 

(4)  No.  of  undertakings  given  by  landlord  under 

paragraph  3  of  First  Schedule  • •  ~ 

(3)  No.  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  - 

(6)  No.  of  Certificates  issued  •  • 

Part  11  -  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  •  • 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

certificates  •• 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite 

of  tenants’  objection 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 


NIL 


•  • 

•  • 
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DEMOLITION  ORDERS 


37  Demolition  Orders  were  rn-de  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the 

following:- 


Nos.  25,  27  Bagley  Street,  Starabermill ,  Stourbridge 

Nos.  3»  5»  14  Norton  Road,  Stourbridge 

No.  12  Court  Street.  Stourbridge 

Nos.  13,  15?  17  Cherry  Street,  Stourbridge 

Nos.  28,  30 1  32,  34,  3b,  106,  108  Enville  Street,  Stourbridge 

No.  2  Poole  Street,  Stourbridge 

Nos.  2,  3  Pedmore  Road,  Lye 

Nos.  29,  30,  31 1  32,  33  Dudley  Road,  Lye 

Nos.  62,  63,  64,  63  Bromley  Street,  Lye 

Nos.  1,  3  Chawn  Kill,  Stourbridge 

Nos.  7?  9  Glebe  Lane,  Stourbridge 

Nos.  45,  46  Belmont  Rood,  Wollescote 

Nos.  13 »  17  Lawrence  Street,  Stambermill 

No.  10  Cherry  Street,  Stourbridge. 


CLOSING  ORDERS 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  Closing  Orders  were  made 
on  the  following  properties 


Nos.  154A,  154B,  155A,  155B  Lower  High  Street,  Stourbridge 


(Part  of  building) 


No.  1 1 4  Stourbridge  Road,  Lye 
No.  27  New  Road,  Stourbridge 
No.  168  Stourbridge  Road,  Lye 

No.  24  Church  Road,  Stourbridge  (Part  of  building) 
No.  2  Gin  Cridden,  Dudley  Road,  Lye 


One  small  Clearance  Area  was  made  during  the  year.  It  comprises 
four  properties  Nos.  16,  18  &  5  Court  1,  New  Street,  Stourbridge  and  No.  6, 
Court  1,  Hemplands  Road,  Stourbridge.  Objections  were  made  in  respect  of 
the  last  house  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  awaiting  the  fixing  of 
date  for  Ministry  Inquiry. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1964 


Improvement  Grants 


Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  as  follows :- 


No.  of  applications  No.  Approved 


Standard  Grants 


62 


58 


Discretionary  Grants 


2 


2 


Compulsory  Improvement  Areas 


The  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  1964  carried  forward  the  idea  of 
area  improvement  by  giving  local  authorities  power  to  require  the  compulsory 
improvement  of  tenanted  houses.  The  factors  which  govern  the  choice  of  an 
area  are  laid  down  in  Section  'l 3 C "1 )  and  briefly  are:- 

1.  The  area  contains  dwellings  which  are  lacking  in  one  or 
more  of  the  standard  amenities. 

2.  At  least  half  of  the  dwellings  so  lacking  are  capable  of 
improvement  to  the  full  standard. 

3*  That  when  the  improvements  are  completed  the  dwellings  will 
with  normal  maintenance  be  fit  for  habitation  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  13  years. 

Two  such  areas  were  declared  in  July,  1963*  The  areas  came  within 
the  present  No.  20  Smoke  Control  Area  which  was  confirmed  and  comes  into 
force  1st  October,  1966.  It  was  therefore  hoped  that  the  improvements  to 
the  atmosphere  and  to  the  houses  could  be  carried  out  at  the  same  time. 

The  No.  1  Area  comprises  all  the  houses  in  Witton  Street,  Cherry 
Street,  Glebe  Lane  and  Poole  Street  and  houses  on  the  south  side  of  South 
Road,  Nos.  2  to  130.  The  area  included  31  properties  occupied  by  tenants 
which  necessitated  some  improvement. 

The  No.  2  Area  comprised  all  the  pre-war  houses  in  Beech  Road  and 
included  seven  tenanted  houses  needing  improvement. 

The  procedure  for  dealing  with  the  areas  proved  complicated  and  time 
consuming.  38  houses  had  to  be  inspected,  specifications  and  estimated  costs 
prepared  for  each  house,  notices  served  on  owners  and  tenants,  and  special 
arrangements  made  for  interviews,  which  13  owners  attended. 

Twenty-seven  Undertakings  were  finally  accepted,  and  in  the  remaining 
cases  20  Intermediate  Improvement  Notices  and  11  Suspended  Improvement  Notices 
were  served. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  seven  of  these  properties  were  being  improved 
and  several  others  were  in  the  process  of  negotiation. 

One  marked  effect  in  these  areas  was  the  number  of  owners  who 
apparently  decided  to  sell  the  properties  to  tenants  rather  than  carry  out 
the  necessary  work  themselves. 

Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1964  gave  powers  to  local  authorities, 
upon  representations  from  a  tenant  that  his  house  was  without  one  or  more  of 
the  standard  amenities,  to  exercise  powers  to  require  compulsory  improvement 
of  the  house.  The  procedure  is  similar  to  that  required  in  respect  of  areas, 
and  includes  the  service  of  notices  on  the  owner  inviting  him  to  a  meeting 
where  the  local  authority  will  discuss  the  matter  and  if  desirable  vary  the 
specification  and  accept  undertaking  or  Immediate  Improvement  Notices. 

It  is  surprising  that  so  little  advantage  is  taken  of  this  procedure 
by  more  tenants,  only  four  tenants  having  made  the  necessary  applications  to 
date.  It  may  be  that  tenants  are  not  aware  of  the  facilities  or  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  pay  a  slightly  increased  rent  for  these  improvements,  which  would 
amount  to  1 2%,o  of  the  owner's  costs.  One  would  like  to  think  that  the  former 
is  the  main  cause  of  their  disinterest  and  this  would  suggest  that  greater 
efforts  should  be  made  to  bring  these  facilities  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
public. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Premises  used  for:- 

Sale  and/or  Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 

There  was  one  new  registration  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  in  sealed 
cartons,  making  a  total  of  171  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  jear 
for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  4  (3  cold  mix)  for  its  manufacture  and  sale. 

Preparation  of  Preserved  Foods 

There  wire  two  new  registrations  making  a  total  of  29  registered  at 
the  end  of  the  year  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  preserved  food. 

Fish  Fry i ng 

In  all  the  18  premises  on  the  Register,  a  satisfactory  state  of 
cleanliness  and  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Cooking  of  Poultry  end  'Hot  Dogsd_ 

There  are  3  premises  registered  for  the  cocking  of  poultry  and  1  for 

the  sale  of  ’Hot  Dogs’. 

PROSECUTIONS 

There  were  no  prosecutions  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 

Regulations ,  i960 . 


hi  IT  1:0  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION 

6H  visits  to  shops  etc.  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
foodstuffs,  and  442  tins  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Other  Foods 

141  lb.  Cheese 

2  Whole  Plaice 
1  Pkt. Crinkle  cut-chips 

1  Chicken 

1  Pkt.  Bread  Crumbs 
1  Pkt.  Pie  Filling 

310  Turkeys 

Method  of  Disposal 

Meat  :  Collected  daily  by  recognised  processing  firms  and  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  by-  products. 

Other  Fool  :  Collected,  as  required,  by  Council  vehicles  and  disposed  of  by 
controlle  1  tipping  un  "er  supervision. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


205  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  of  which 
13  were  proved  unsatisfactory  as  follows 


Arctic  Roll 
Brawn 

Boiled  Ham 
Beef 
Chawl 
Cream 

Corned  Beef 
Fondant  Tart 
Haslet 
Ice  Cream 
Liver  and  Bacon 
Liquorico  Comfits 
Mi  He 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Pork  Pie 
Pork  (Roast) 


Satisfactory 

1 

2 

4 
1 
1 

5 

1 

1 

41 

1 

1 

126 

4 

1 

1 


Unsatisfactory 

1 

2 

5 

5 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933 


405  samples  were  taking  during  the  year,  of  these  27  were  found  to 
be  adulterated,  below  standard  or  otherwise  not  complying  with  prescribed 
requirements. 


Article 

Apricots ,  canned 


Formal  or 
Informal 

Informal 


Cream,  double 


Informal 


Jelly  Crystals  Informal 
Ham  (Cooked) (2)  Informal 
Milk  1 .  Informal 


"  2.  Informal 

3*  Informal 

M  (Canned) 

(Top  of  Milk)  Informal 

Meat  Pudding  Canned  Informal 
Meat  Pie  Informal 


Nature  of  Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Unfit  for  consumption  owing  to 
disintegration  and  discolour  of 
fruit  and  corrosion  of  can 


Observations 


Whole  stock 

surrendered 
as  unfit 


Container  did  not  bear  a  State¬ 
ment  of  the  minimum  wiight  or 
volume 


Weights  and 
Measures 
Dept,  dealing 
with  this  item 


Incorrect  labelling  no  list  of 
ingredients 

Peculiar  aromatic  odour  making 
samples  unpalatable  and  unfit 


Letter  to 
Importer 

Letter  to 
Importer 


13.3  per  cent,  deficient  of  fat 


Fat 

SNF 

FPD 

SNF 

2.6 

8.7 

OC 

% 

■  t.D^i 

11.6  per  cent,  deficient 

of  fat 

2.65 

8.75 

n 

?  1 

20  per  cent,  deficient 
of  fat 

2.40 

8.80 

f! 

n 

Formal  Follow-up  samples  provej  to  be 

genuine . 

Low  fat  content  l9  per  cent.  Letter  to 

should  be  23  per  cent.  Manufacturer. 

Low  meat  content  of  20  per  cent.  Letter  to 

Manufacturer 


Low  meat  content  of  19  per  cent. 


Letter  to 
Manufacturer 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933  (  Cont.) 


Article 

Formal  or 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Observations 

Informal 

or  Irregularity 

Porkburgers 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  70  per  cent. 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  76  per  cent. 

Letter  to 

Manu  f  ac  l  ur  er 

Peanuts 

Informal 

Contained  mould  spores 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Rice  fried  assorted 
(Rice  dish  savoury) 

Informal 

Contained  3  Weevil  like 
insects  embedded  in  the  rice 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Soft  Drink 

Informal 

Incorrect  labelling  described 

Letter  to 

as  Raspberry  Mineral  Water 
should  be  Dandelion  and 

Manufacturer 

Burdock 

Steakburger 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  74  per  cent. 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Stewed  Steak  in 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  67  per  cent. 

Letter  to 

rich  gravy 

Manufacturer 

Stewed  Steak  with 

gravy  (canned) 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  65  per  cent. 

Letter  to 
Producer 

Sausage  Roll 

Informal 

Low  meat  content  9  per  cent. 

Letter  to 

Manu facturer 

Sausages,  Pork 

1 0 

Informal 

210  parts  per  million  of 
undeclared  SO2  preservative 

Warning  given 

It  (i 

2. 

Informal 

320  parts  per  million  of 
undeclared  SO p  preservative 

Warning  given 

!!  M 

3. 

Informal 

Lean  meat  27  per  cent,  fat 

Letter  to 

45  per  cent,  fat  excessive 

Manufacturer 

it  ;t 

4. 

Informal 

Lean  meat  26  per  cent,  fat 

Letter  to 

35  per  cent,  fat  excessive 

Manufacturer 

It  ?! 

5. 

Informal 

Lean  meat  30  per  cent,  fat 

Letter  to 

42  per  cent,  slightly 
deficient  in  lean  meat 

Manufacturer 

It  i  1 

6. 

Informal 

Lean  meat  36  per  cent. 

Letter  to 

slightly  deficient  in  lean 
meat 

Manufacturer 

u  H 

7. 

Informal 

Sulphate  preservative  470 

Letter  to 

parts  per  million  - 
excessive 

Manufacturer 

OTHER  FOCD  COMPLAINTS 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  foreign  bodies 
in  bread,  infestation  of  rice,  foreign  bodies  in  jam,  unfit  corned  beef,  apricots 
frozen  vegetables ,  and  turkeys. 

None  was  so  serious  as  to  warrant  legal  proceedings,  and  some  were 
raised  by  traders  themselves.  The  two  most  worthy  of  comment  concerned  the 
presence  of  a  door  key  embedded  in  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  the  condemnation  of 
31  0  Christmas  turkeys.  In  the  former  case  the  most  searching  inquiries  failed 
to  reveal  how  this  key  entered  the  loaf,  unless  maliciously.  In  the  latter 
case  the  complaint  arose  in  a  public  auction  of  a  small  number  of  turkeys,  but 
on  investigation  turkeys  were  found  to  be  affected  in  several  areas,  the  source 
being  in  Shropshire,  and  the  wholesaler  in  Stourbridge.  3^0  birds  were 
individually  inspected,  of  which  310  were  condemned. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


100$  meat  inspection  was  maintained  at  the  three  small  and  one 
large  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough.  The  large  slaughterhouse  carers 
for  the  meat  requirements  of  26  shops,  5  of  which  are  ourside  the  Borough. 


Thirteen  shops  in  the  Borough  obtain  their  meat  from  outside  sources, 
where  100"$  meat  inspection  is  also  carried  out.  During  inr-ecti on  of  these 
shops  under  the  Pood.  Hygiene  Regulations,  meat  is  also  checked  for  tie 

inspection  stamp. 


Classified  summary  of  inspection  carried  out  by  Meat  Inspectors. 
Ante  and  post-mortem  examinations  of  animals  slaughtered  26,216 
Post-mortem  examinations  of  animals  dead  in  lairs  2 


Re-inspections  made  after  detentions  35 
Inspections  of  imported  meats  7 
Inspections  of  meat  killed  outside  the  Borough  — 
No.  of  cases  notified  by  me  under.  Diseases  of  Animals  Act 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  last  year  showed 
an  increase  of  5?500  over  the  previous  year. 


Unsound  Meat 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year  was 

5  tons  1  cwt • 

In  addition  over  2-J  tons  of  meat  was  rendered  fit  for  human 
consumption  by  refrigeration. 

Diseases  of  Animals__Acts 

No  notifiable  diseases  were  diagnosed  during  the  year ,  examinations 
of  two  animals  found  dead  in  lairages  proved  negative. 


Echinococcus 


The  incidence  of  this  dangerous  parasitic  infestation  conti rues, 
and  a  total  of  164  cattle  and  113  sheep  were  affected.  The  attention  of  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  was  drawn  to  the  high  number  of  animals  affected  by  t,i:i.s  parasite^  from 
a  particular  market  and  his  investigations  in  the  area  should 
reduce  the  risk  of  the  spread  of  this  infestation.  This  type 
is  of  considerable  value. 


ma 

o: 


e.i  ial  ly 
co-operation 


Cystic ercus  Bovis 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  carcases  found  to  be  infested 
during  the  year,  from  14  to  8,  none  of  which  was  generalised.  Freezing  in 
accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  was  carried  out,  despite  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  systs  were  degenerated,  on  the  grounds  that  viable  and 
degenerated  cysts  are  frequently  found  in  the  same  carcase. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 


iqs8 


Twenty  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  renewed  during  the  year. 
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Appendix 


TABLE  1 
Year,  1965 


Carcases  and  Cffal  insp ected  and  cond emned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 
Excluding 
Cows  and 
Calves 

r 

1  0 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1  ,908 

122 

14 

16,689 

7,493 

- 

Number  inspected 

1  ,908 

122 

14 

16,689 

7,493 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cystic erci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

1 

: 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

479 

89 

1,486 

2,480 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

25.1 

72.9 

8.9 

33.0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

• 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

183 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.4 

Cysticercus 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

8 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

8 

- 

I 

| 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

‘ 

- 

- 

Percentage  of 

1 

0.41 

j 

1 

i 

j 

cattle  affected 

1 

i 

_ 

'  | 

1 

! 

1 
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WATER  SAMPLING 


Public  Supplies 

103  Bacteriological  samples  of  Town  Water  were  submitted  for  examination, 
and  without  exception  the  results  proved  to  be  excellent . 

2  chemical  samples  were  also  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


LOW  LEVEL 

HIGH  LEVEL 

No.  j'  "" 

No ‘2 

Clear, 

C  tear, 

Physical  Characters 

Chemical  Examination*. Results  expressed 

in 

parts  per 

odourless 

pH  7.2 
million 

odourless 
pH  7,3 

Solids  in  Suspension  (dried  at  100°C.) 

— 

— > 

Solids  in  Solution  (dried  at  l80°C.) 

~z  CV\ 

„  ✓  Ov  ) 

640 

Solids  in  Solution  after  ignition 

480 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride 

0  0 

39 

6  9 

Hardness  -  Non-Carbonate 

•  9 

98 

160 

Hardness  -  Carbonate 

9  9 

148 

216 

Hardness  -  Total 

0  0 

2'!  6 

V1  C 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

9  0 

Trace 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

•  0 

Trace 

Trace 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

•  0 

8.2 

14  a  4 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

•  s 

nil 

NIL 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  C.  (N/80 

Permanganate)  0t08 

0.20 

Toxic  Metals 

0  0 

None  detec 

ted  None  detected 

Residual  Chlorine  Free 

9  9 

Combined 

m  9 

Total 

0  0 

0.01 

0.02 

The  supplies  were  satisfactory  as 

to 

quantity. 

They  are  not 

liable  to 

plumbo  solvency,  but  periodically  are  tested  for  lead  contamination. 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  supplied  from  Tie  MIN  direct  to  houses 
in  the  Borough  was  15?490.  Only  two  houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  stand- 
pipes  and  these  houses  are  included  in  the  Council’s  demolition  programme. 

The  Corporation  swimming  baths  comprise  one  covered  pool  and  one  outdoor 
pool.  They  are  inter-connected,  so  giving  the  users  a  choice  of  either. 

The  pools  measurements  are:- 

Indoor  Pool  ;  25  yds.  x  10  yds.  with  a  depth  of  6  ft.  to  3  ft.  6  u'ns- 
Outdoor  Pool:  33:>  yds.  x  10  yds.  with  a  depth  of  10  ft.  to  3  ft.  6  ins. 
both  baths  being  heated  by  Calorifiers. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  a  private  well,  the  water  being  chlorinated 
in  the  rising  main  to  a  storage  tank,  from  which  the  baths  are  filled,  The 
water  is  filtered  and  again  chlorinated  during  use,  thus  ensuring  double  treatment. 
There  is  complete  change-over  of  water  in  the  indoor  pod  ever>y  four  hours,  and 
every  six  hours  in  the  outdoor  pool. 

The  chlorination  plants  are  of  Wallace  and  Tierman  manufacture,  and  the 

filtration  plant  is  by  Paterson. 

During  the  year  155  (103  bacteriological  and  52  chemical)  samples  of  water 
from  the  swimming  baths  were  submitted  for  examination,  all  of  which  proved  to  be 

satisfactory. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  record  that  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  in 
evidence  at  the  Baths  throughout  the  year. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 
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Industry 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  the  elimination  of  industrial 
smoke  in  the  Borough  and  no  emissions  of  smoke  warranted  sta tutor j  action. 

However  in  the  case  of  three  factories  a  considerable  number  of  complaints 
were  received  and  in  consequence  many  long  periods  of  observation  were 
extending  over  evenings  and  weekends. 

Only  on  two  occasions  in  the  case  of  one  factory  was  dark  smoke 
emitted  in  contravention  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulation 
These  were  from  a  furnace  serving  an  enamelling  plant  using  solid  fuel  and 
trouble  arose  due  to  hand  firing  and  variations  in  fuels  from 
The  Public  Health  Committee  decided  not  to  prosecute  fn  either 
the  firm  to  obtain  a  better  fuel  and  to  exercise  better  stoic5 ng  superv? 

This  plant  received  much  attention  due  to  its  being  adjacent  to  privately 
owned  houses  in  a  Smoke  Control  Area «  Attempts  were  made  to  j 
owners  of  the  plant  to  convert  to  gas  or  oil,  but  ultimately  they  decided  to 
instal  a  mechanical  stoker  and  continue  vd  th  the  use  oi  solid  fuel.  This  was 
installed  in  August  and  almost  immediately  developed  mechanical,  trouble  which 
aggravated  the  problem.  At  the  end  of  the  year  some  of  the  problems  had  been 
eliminated  but  on  occasions  dark  smoke  was  still  being  emitted  periodically 
and  although  much  improved  was  still  causing  annoyance  to  people  in  iho  Smoke 
Control  Area. 

The  second  plant  causing  trouble  was  a  brickworks  using  hand  fired 
intermittent  kilns.  This  plant  is  the  responsibility  ox  the  Al.iali  Inspector 
who  has  spent  a  considerable  time  trying  to  prevent  these  emissions.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  experiments  were  being  carried  out  with  mechanical  stokers 
which  appeared  to  be  improving  the  conditions.  Again  this  plant  causes 
annoyance  to  residents  in  an  adjacent-  Smoke  Control  Area  even  tnougli  no 
statutory  infringements  are  taking  place. 

The  third  factory  was  a  laundry  using  solid  fuel  fitted  with 
mechanical  stokers  of  the  sprinkler  type.  The  trouble  in  this  case  was  almost 
entirely  due  to  cleaning  out  periods  but  overloading  was  thought  to  be  a 
contributory  cause.  The  management  were  interviewed  on  many  occasions  rid  at 
the  close  of  the  year  plans  were  in  hand  for  the  substitution  of  oil  fired 
furnaces  to  replace  the  existing.  (This  conversion  is  now  on  order). 

Prior  Approval  of  Furnaces 

Section  3(1)  of  the  Act  contains  the  very  valuable  provision  that 
all  new  furnaces  shall  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  capable  of  being  operated 
continuously  without  emitting  smoke. 

The  Section  further  states  that  any  furnace  installed  in  accordance 
with  plans  and  specifications  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  local  authority 
shall  be  deemed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  mentioned  sub- section'1) 
It  further  ^<a*vs  rbr-t  a  person  intending  to  instal  a  furnace  with  a  maximum 
heating  capacity  of  more  than  55,000  British  Thermal  Units  per  hour  shall  give 
notice  to  the  local  authority. 

During  the  year  twelve  notifications  were  received,  two  of  which 
related  to  installations  in  private  houses  and  the  remainder  in  factories 

and  churches. 
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Glean  Air  Act,  1956 

Smoke  Control  Areas 


During  this  year  the  implementation  of  the  above  Act  showed 
further  progress.  Very  little  difficulty  has  so  far  been  experienced  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  first  19  areas  which  are  all  operative,.  They  comprised 
1,429  private  houses,  6l8  Council  houses  with  a  possible  500  houses  to  be 
developed  in  the  near  future  and  the  total  area  covered  was  658  acres. 

In  April,  1964  the  Council  decided  to  make  the  Stourbridge  No.  20 
(Norton)  Smoke  Control  Order  which  consists  of  all  the  houses  in  the  triangle 
formed  by  South  Road,  Norton  Road  and  the  Borough  Boundary,  and  including  both 
sides  of  Norton  Road,  Beech  Road,  Osmaston  Road,  part  of  Racecourse  Lane  and 
part  of  Stanley  Road. 

The  Area  comprises  450  acres. 

Number  of  private  dwellings  -  1,293« 

Number  of  additional  dwellings  likely  to  be  completed  in  the  next 

five  years  -  400. 

Number  cf  Council  owned  dwellings  -  764. 

This  No.  20  area  was  due  to  come  into  force  in  October,  1965  but 
circumstances  caused  a  postponement  and  the  operative  date  was  amended  to 
October,  1966.  The  work  involved  in  approving  and  inspecting  works  of 
conversion  in  the  No.  20  Smoke  Control  Area  is  considerable  and  much  of  the 
time  of  one  Public  Health  Inspector,  one  pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
one  typist  has  to  be  given  to  this  work.  The  gradual  improvement  of  the 
atmosphere  makes  this  aspect  of  environmental  hygiene,  affecting  as  it 
does  the  well  being  of  every  individual  regardless  of  other  circumstances, 
very  worthwhile. 

In  March,  1965  the  Council  made  the  Nos.  21  and  22  Smoke  Control 
Areas  in  respect  of  two  areas  of  new  development  in  Wollaston,  No  objections 
were  made  and  the  Orders  come  into  force  in  July,  1966.  No.  21  area  will 
involve  65  houses  and  No.  22  63  houses. 

MEASUREMENT  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 


The  Department  continued  to  take  measurements  of  pollution  by 
means  of  a  standard  Deposit  Gauge,  Daily  Smoke  Recorder  and  Da.ily  Sulphur 
Dioxide  Recorder.  Unfortunately ,  we  have  only  one  set  of  apparatus  to  do 
this  which  is  situated  at  Lye  Clinic. 

The  results  for  the  twelve  months  in  the  Deposit  Gauge  were  as 

follows 


Month 

Total  undissolved 

Total  Dissolved 

Total 

Matter 

Matter 

January 

4.40 

8.65 

13.05 

February 

7.62 

3-65 

11.27 

March 

13.88 

5.70 

19.58 

April 

17.72 

5.37 

23.09 

May 

13.05 

5.10 

18.15 

June 

12.09 

7.42 

19.51 

July 

10.33 

6.26 

16.59 

August 

10.90 

5.91 

1 4o  81 

September 

6.20 

5.50 

11.70 

October  ) 

November  ) 

1 A .  30 

— 

— 

December 

4.04 

3.12 

7.16 
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LIST  OF  HOUSES  IN  SMOKE  CONTROL  AREAS 


Street 

Houses  Area 

NOr 

Alderlea  Close 

~  all 

5 

Appleton  Avenue 

all 

s 

Ash  Grove 

1  -  17  ("12a  instead  of  13) 

7 

Ashley  Close 

all 

20 

Bank  Farm  Close 

1  -  22  (  ex.13) 

2 

Beacon  Rise 

all 

18 

Beech  Road 

all 

13  °k  ?J 

Birch  Gate 

1  -  73  &  2  -  48  (ex.13) 

8 

Brackendale  Way 

all 

18 

Bredon  Avenue 

1  -  47  &  2  -  30a 

6 

Brook  Holloway 

8  &  10 

8 

Broughton  Road 

9  -  31  8c  10  -  40 

2 

Buckbury  Close 

1  -  10 

2 

Cedar  Close 

all 

20 

Cemetery  Road 

32  -  38  8c  114 

11 

Cherry  Street 

all 

20 

Chestnut  Close 

all 

20 

Cheshire  Close 

all 

12 

Clent  View  Road 

all 

20 

Cobham  Road 

all 

5 

Cochrane  Close 

all 

19 

College  Road 

1-4  consec. 

16 

Compton  Road 

1  -  93  8c  2  -  122 

2 

Cornwall  Road 

1  -  33a  8c  2  -  32f 

12 

Covert  Lane 

all 

20 

Croftwood  Road 

all 

18 

Crowle  Drive 

2-6 

6 

Dale  Road 

all 

13 

Dorchester  Road 

1  -  43  8c  2  -  44 

2 

Drew  Crescent 

1  -  75  8c  2  -  48 

2 

Drew  Road 

9  -  23  &  10  -  40  plus  others 

2 

Elderberry  Close 

all 

20 

Elm  Close 

all 

20 

Eton  Drive 

all 

5 

Eveson  Road 

all 

20 

Fairfield  Rise 

1  -  11,  15  -  25,  41  -  51,  2  -  28 

15 

Farlands  Drive 

2  and  adjoining  bungalow 

5 

Ferndale  Park 

2  -  58,  1  -  11 ,  15  -  29 

10 

Field  Lane 

43  -  54  consec. 

5 

Fir  Grove 

16  -  30  8c  21  15  Sc  17 

Gigmill  Way 

all 

20 

Glen  Road 

all 

13 

Grange  Lane 

59  -  107 

18 

Greyhound  Lane 

all 

20 

Hagley  Road 

328  -  340,  Foley  Arms,  320  -  324,  311 

-357  10 

Ham  Lane 

44,  46,  7  -  9?  Brookfield 

1  8c  2 

Hanbury  Hill 

22 

16 

Hardwick  Way 

13  -  15a,  18  -  24 

6 

Hay  Green 

1  -  17  ex.  13 

11 

Hazel  Grove, 

all 

20 

Heath  Farm  Road 

all 

20 

Ilungerford  Road 

all 

20 

Kingsway 

35  -73,79  -137a,  60  -  1l8,  156a- 24  6 

12 

Langdale  Way 

all 

18 

Lavender  Lane 

all 

20 

Lea  Vale  Road 

all 

13 

Lightwoods  Road 

1  -  55,  2  -  46 

2 

Linden  Drive 

all 

5 

Links  Drive 

all 

13 

Love  Lane 

91  -  121.  62  -  70,  8c  others 

5 

Lychgate  Avenue 

all 

2 

Malvern  Avenue 

all 

6 

Manor  Lane 

all 

20 

Maple  Close 

all 

20 

Mayfair 

1-23  consec. 

2 

Maynard  Avenue 

all 

20 

Maypole  Drive 

1  -  21,  2  -  40 

14 

Melrose  Avenue 

all 

5 

Mere  Drive 

List  of  houses  in  Smoke  Control 
Street 

New  Farm  Road 
Norfolk  Road 
Norton  Road 
Osmaston  Road 
Peartree  Drive 
Pedmore  Court  Road 
Pedrnore  Hall  Lane 


Area r  ( scrim  ined) 

Houses 

38  -  90  &  Station  Inn 

73  -  88 
all 
all 
all 

1  -  14  (ex,  13) 

3  -  23  (ox.  13)  Pedmore  Hall 
nev;  house  and  bungalow 


Ai  ea__JNfo_. 

O 
A  O 

1  c. 

13  &  20 
^3  &  20 
3 


19 


Pedmore  Lane 

Pine  Walk 
Poole  Street 
Poplar  Crescent 
Poplar  Road 
Princes  Road 
Priory  Road 
Racecourse  Lane 


3  to  Churs ton  2 

2-24  Rosary  and  Mabel  cottages  19 

1-17  7 

all  20 

all  20 

all  20 

all  20 

18  -  80  &  1  -  27  (ex,  13)  4 


Glermorrie,  New  ton  Ferrer,  Newhave.Uj  20 


Comber ton , 

Rectory  Close 
Rectory  Read 
Romany  Way 
Rornsley  Road 
Rosemary  Lane 
Round  Hill  Avenue 
Rugby  Road 
Rutland  Place 
St.  Peter’s  Road 
St.  Georges  Road 
Sandhurst  Avenue 
Sandy  Lane 
Sandy  Road 
Somerset  Drive 
South  Road 
Springfield  Avenue 
Stevens  Road 
Sycamore  Close 
Swindell  Road 
Teasdale  Way 
The  Brambles 
The  Broadway 
The  Hyde 
The  Paddock 
The  Parklands 
The  Riddings 
The  Summit 

Vica.rage  Road  (Wollaston) 

Walton  Drive 
Westwood  Avenue 
'Whittington  Road 
Wildacres 
Willow  End 
Windsor  Road 
Witton  Street 
Wollescote  Road 


Sunnyside , 
1  -  10 
2-12 


all 


a’J.l 


all 


The  Doone , 


Overdale ,  Wyndemoore , 

o 

D 

Q 

20 

6 

20 


1  -  9 

all 

1  -  2 If,  2  -  22f 
31  -  49,  46  -  90 
all 

1  -  79,  2  -  44 

Treneat.h  Lodge 
all 

new  house  adjacent 
all  even  Nos. 

13  upwards 

1  -  73,  2  - 
all 

23  -  39,  32  -  34 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 
all 

all  new  houses 

1  -  7 

all 
all 
all 


19 
22 
12 

2 

2.0 
2 

20 
20 
22 
20 
18 

2 

20 
2 
13 
7 

20 
2 

10 
1 
2 
13 

Rugby  Road  22 

6 

20 

20 

17  &  21 


to  Rugby  Road 
78  plus  other 


fronting 


1-11  7 

all  20 

all  20 

10  -  44  7 

Flats  at  Wollescote  Hall  and  House  1o 


Woodland  Close  all 

Wore  ester  Lane  2  -  2.3 

Wrekin  Drive  all 

Wynall  Lane  12-42 


2 

3 

13 

8 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Three  hundred  ana  seventeen  complaints  were  received  during  the  year . 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  during  the  year 
is  set  out  below. 


Type  of  property 

No  of 

No  of 

No  of 

Inf^ 

sted_  by 

Pro mi ses 

Treatments  & 

Inspections  & 

In Tested 

Re- treatments 

Re-'inspecti  nns 

Rats 

Mice 

Local  Authority 

10 

25 

30 

- 

10 

Dwelling  houses 

2.66 

311 

730 

106 

CT\ 

O 

Business  and 

Industrial 

Premises 

38 

48 

100 

15 

23 

Agricultural 

Premises 

3 

8 

20 

3 

... 

— _ _ 

— — *—• 

— 

3.17 

392 

880 

124 

193 

8~i*^S3gl 

Treatment  of  the 

sewers  was 

also  carried  out. 

No  in f e s t a t i  0 11 

was  found. 

A  total  of  1,110  rats  and  427  mice  was  the  estimated  number  destroyed  in 
the  Borough  throughout  the  year. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION 

14  premises  were  effectively  treated  for  vermin  infestation.  In  19  other 
instances  insecticides  were  issued  and  advice  given. 

68  wasps'  nests  were  destroyed 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 

94  licenses  were  issued  as  follows 

81  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  only 
4  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Cellulose 
1  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium 
4  to  store  Cellulose  only 
4  to  store  mixture  of  Petroleum  Spirit 


These  licences  authorised 
Spirit,  112  lbs.  of  Carbide  of 
gallons  of  Petroleum  mixture. 


the  storage  of  1 89? 132  gallons  of  Petroleum 
Calcium,  370  gallons  of  Cellulose,  and  1,029 


Licence  fees  amounted  to  E73.l3s.Od. 


a: 


TCER-CARE 


TU 


3ERCUL0S 


The  Members  of  this  Committee  comprise  representatives  from  the  Borough 
Council,  the  County  Medical  Officer's  Department,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
(represented  by  Chest  Physician),  V/.V.o..,  the  Nursing  Association,  and  youi 
Health  Department. 


Grants  of  free  milk  were  made  to  6  patients,  and  two  lamilaes  were  rehoused 

during  the  year. 


The  Committee's  Welfare  Fund  was  contributed  to  by  various  donors,  and  as 
Hon.  Secretary  I  would  like  to  express  the  Committee's  grateful  appreciation  of 
this  support  which  helps  considerably  in  the  provision  of  fuel  to  patients  in 

particular  need. 
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TABLE  A 


Reg5.st.ra tie n  s  and  _G e neral  In spe c t i  ir 2 s. 


TABLE  B 
TABLE  G 


Class  cf  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total,  number  of 
registered 
premises  at  the 
end  of  year 

! 

Number  of 
regl stored 
premises 
receiving  a 
genera  1  :i  nspectioi 
during  the  year 

Offices 

19 

l4l 

93 

Retail  shops 

65 

375 

273 

Wholesale  shops , 
warehouses 

Catering 

e  s  t  ab  1  i  slim  ent  s 

16 

25 

25 

open  to  the 
public , canteens 

7 

|  34 

55 

Fuel  storage 
depots 

r 

1 

i 

; 

j 

► 

1 

! 

TOTALS 

i 

100 

|  62  6 

!  456 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kind  by  Inspectors  to  Rop:istered^r^:j^crj 
Analysis  o  f  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  b  ypW  or1  go  1  -  £  e 


7/9 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

1,335 

Retail  shops 

1 ,564 

Wholesale  departments , 
warehouses 

156 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public 

430 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

TOTAL 

5, it  3? 

TOTAL  MALES 

1 , 1 64 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

2,323 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  (Cont) 
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Year  1965 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO J_9_bl 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


I 

Number  cf 

-  u 

J 

Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(2) 

1 

Inspections! 

(3)  ; 

l 

Written 

Notices 

O)  j 

Occupiers  \ 
Prosecuted  J 

(5) 

— •  ••  -  ->  4 

(1) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3^?  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

J 

! 

i 

15 

i 

i 

(2) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

293 

5 

‘ 

1 

(3) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ( exc lading 
outworkers*  premises) 

| 

| 

t  ~ 

| 

j 

i 

1.  .  — ,  T.  - - ' 

TOTALS 

CO 

o 

rA 

i  5 

i  .  . . 

i  1 

t 

V- _ — — ^  ■ 

i 

j 

• 

CASES 


■ 


■ 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1957  to  I96I 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


■  ~ 

i 

1 

1 

t 

1 

I 

1 

SECTION  110 

SECTION  111 

1 

i 

] 

i 

Nature 

of 

Work 

| 

No.  of 
ou'I'woi  kers 
in  August 
li  st 

required 
by  Section 
110(1 )(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

. 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Pros  ecu- 
lions 

(1) 

1 

4 

(2) 

O) 

(4) 

( ^) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing) 

apparel) 

Making 

etc. 

5 

~ 

“ 

| 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

r 

# 

i 

| 

- 

1 

(Note:  No  other  classes  of  work  were  involved). 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 


Further  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  a  factory  which  had 
re-opened  after  being  closed  for  some  years.  The  noise  was  possibly  no  greater 
than  it  had  been  during  the  previous  operation  of  the  factory,  but  the  residents 
had  acquired  different  standards,  and  there  were  grounds  for  complaint.  After 
discussions  it  was  decided  that  action  under  the  Planning  Acts  would  be  most 
effective,  and  negotiations  for  the  re  location  of  the  factory  were  commenced, 
and  are  proceeding. 

Two  new  complaints  were  received  concerning  noise  from  factories, 
and  informal  action  was  taken.  With  the  legacy  of  industry  so de  by  side  with 
housing,  noise  complaints  are  likely  to  increase,  and  although  developments  are 
being  made  in  the  use  of  sound  insulating  materials  good  planning  is  the  ultimate 
cure,  and  future  factories  will  need  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  sound  insulation 
as  they  at  present  pay  to  smoke  control. 

Noise  level  surveys  shewing  present  background  levels  of  noise 
could  be  of  great  value  in  showing  whether  noise  is  increasing,  or  the  level 
of  tolerance  falling. 
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